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USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 183103 


E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS:SREF 

SUBJECT: US CONTRIBUTION TO UNHCR APPEAL FOR SAHARAN 
REFUGEES 

REF: ALGIERS 1848 

1 . REFTEL AND PREVIOUS CORRESPONDENCE INDICATE THAT UNHCR 
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IS HAVING CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY OPERATING IN ALGIERIA. 
PART OF THE PROBLEM APPEARS TO BE THAT UNHCR ONLY DEALS 
WITH THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTRY, BUT DECISION-MAKING 
POWERS LIE IN THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENCY, ACCORDING 
TO UNHCR. 

2. ACCORDING TO UNHCR NEW YORK, WHICH GOT ITS INFORMATION 
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FROM GENEVA, UNHCR HAS MADE A FORMAL REQUEST TO STATION A 
REPRESENTATIVE IN TINDOUF, AND HAS ASSIGNED A PERSON FOR 
THAT POST, BUT THE REQUEST HAS NOT BEEN ACTED UPON YET. THE 
PERSON SELECTED GOES TO TINDOUF 'FROM TIME TO TIME". 

REQUEST EMBASSY VERIFY THIS REPORT SINCE IT APPEARS TO BE 
IN CONFLICT WITH ARNAOUT CONVERSATION REFTEL. 

3. UNHCR WAS DISCUSSING PROBLEM OF LETTER FROM ALGERIAN 
GOVERNMENT TO WFP MORNING OF JULY 26. OSTENSIBLE PROBLEM 
IS THAT ALGERIAN GOVERNMENT HAS ACCEPTED THE HIGH COMMIS- 
SIONER AS COORDINATOR FOR SAHARAN REFUGEES AND BELIEVES 
THAT HIGH COMMISSIONER IN HIS CAPACITY AS COORDINATOR 
SHOULD WRITE LETTER, A PROCEDURE APPARENTLY UNACCEPTABLE 
TO WFP. GENEVA HOPES PROBLEM WILL BE IRONED OUT SHORTLY. 

4. SOME FOOD IS GETTING TO THE REFUGEES. STAPLE FOODS 
FROM SWEDEN HAVE BEEN SHIPPED TO ALGIERS OR ORAN, WHERE 
EITHER UNHCR TRUCKS OR ALGERIAN RED CRESCENT TRUCKS 
(UNHCR OPERATES WITH THE ALGERIAN, BUT NOT THE SAHRAOUI 
RED CRESCENT) PICK IT UP AND CARRY IT TO TINDOUF.IN 
TINDOUF SAHRAOUI RED CRESCENT JEEPS DISTRIBUTE THE FOOD 
TO THE CAMPS. UNHCR DOES NOT OVERSEE FINAL DISTRIBUTION. 

5. ALTHOUGH THE HIGH COMMISSIONER CONTINUES TO URGE 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO HIS APPEAL AND DEPARTMENT REMAINS 
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CONCERNED ABOUT PLIGHT OF REFUGEES DEPT BELIEVES THAT WE 
SHOULD AWAIT RESOLUTION OF UNHCR'S OPERATING DIFFICULTIES 
BEFORE UNDERTAKING FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF 
CONTRIBUTION OF EITHER FOOD OR CASH. CHRISTOPHER 
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